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Raghavan Iyer’s Statements About the Aquarian Age 

Harmony is the central idea in Aquarian thought. Compassionate sacrifice 
and intelligent suffering are the necessary means to an understanding of 
harmony; their eventual fruition is noetic self-knowledge. . . True spiritual 
will, the conscious direction of energy by intelligent ideation and self-
conscious volition, is the supreme criterion and sovereign talisman of 
Aquarian humanity.  

The idea of aspiration, the idea of harmony, the idea of solidarity in its 
deepest sense – any of the ideas that are the living germs of Aquarian 
therapeutics – can be put to use and made to light a fire.  

Commencing on June 19, 1902, and having completed its first degree, the 
Aquarian Age has already brought about an unprecedented heightening 
of self-consciousness, and it holds a tremendous potential for the future. 
Something of the fundamental significance of the Aquarian Age can be 
glimpsed by recollecting that the year 1902 was not unconnected with the 
increasing concern to fly in the air. In the nineteenth century, on the other 
hand, the ocean was the common term of reference for many people in 
regard to travel, exploration and geopolitics. . . Yet now, in the twentieth 
century, with the vast elaboration upon what the Wright Brothers began, 
there is a fundamentally new outlook that has emerged with reference to 
the atmosphere surrounding the earth. . . Broadly, the Aquarian Age is 
typified by the concept of vertical ascent, whereas during the nineteenth 
century and before, the idea of horizontal movement was far more 
prevalent. 

This universal Aquarian diffusion of the true ideal of spiritual science and 
lifelong learning will enable human beings to awaken a vibrant sense of 
universal justice, universal compassion and universal concord. It will enable 
people to learn anew how to think, how to speak and how to contribute 
fearlessly yet appropriately to the collective fund of human wisdom: how 
to evoke benevolent spirits.  
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Yet although many people now recognize that science must deal with 
consciousness, most scientists are still encumbered by a philosophically 
narrow view of sense data, sense-experience and inductive logic. As a 
result, pioneering researchers who want to elevate consciousness have 
difficulty in doing so. They must meditate, consult maps of consciousness, 
and employ philosophical criteria, if they are to make any genuine 
progress. In the Aquarian academies of the future, they will have to submit 
themselves to certain rigorous tests. They will have to prove that they have 
the powers, not just of concentration, but also of directing consciousness 
towards universally constructive connections and correlations. This will 
involve both analogy and correspondence and intuition and mathematics; 
it will draw upon meta-sciences as yet only dimly formulated. In general, 
what is required is a conception of mind correlated with a conception of 
matter, both of which exist on many levels.” 
 

 As the Aquarian Age unfolds, there will be a continuous increase in 
human awareness, a deepening of privacy. Each human being will become 
more of a solitary person of silence and meditation. In mature Aquarian 
culture, what is said and done will be meaningful and thoughtful, 
deliberate and discerning, but rendered with ease, sweetness and even 
beauty. 

In order to participate freely in the regenerative, not the destructive, 
tendencies of the Aquarian Age, one must recognize that true religion and 
science do not need to be rescued from contemporary chaos by messianic 
crusaders. On the contrary, creative individuals must learn to cultivate 
moral courage and cool magnanimity so that they may plumb the depths 
of pure science and true religion within themselves. This cannot be done 
without assuming some degree of responsibility for the intense karmic 
precipitations during the present period of rapid transition.  
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As the current of the Aquarian Age compels people to turn inward, the 
idea is spreading that it is not merely by changing the external 
environment, or by protesting what other people are doing, that a genuine 
improvement can be gained in collective human life. As Gandhi taught, 
the peril of our time arises from the abuse, misuse and neglect of soul-
force.  

In the Aquarian communities and secular monastic ashrams of the future, it 
will be possible by design to have both free play and also continuous 
recognition of the evolving patterns and possibilities of Nature. 
Emancipation from the tyranny of habit and the conscious insertion of 
spiritual will into one's life will enable men and women to take full 
advantage of the invisible elements within space, within their own rooms, 
their brains, their hearts, but also throughout the entire plenum of Nature.  

This is the ultimate Aquarian paradox. One does not really know what the 
larger good is, yet one is asked to think about it. This is superb discipline 
for the human soul. Keep thinking about the good of others, the good of 
all. One may not know what it is, but keep thinking, practicing dianoia. 

Existentially, in the very act of doing something for others, one learns to 
say readily and simply, "I do not know what is going on in the world. I do 
not know the future course of history. Above all, I certainly do not know 
what is unfolding in the Aquarian Age. 

Owing to the relentless pressure of the age, it is more and more necessary 
to abjure separative thinking and join the larger perspective of the majority 
of mankind. The intensity of the struggle happily compels individuals to 
choose.  

Today, as was not true of the nineteenth century, enough is known in 
every field of science to recognize that what is known is a minute fragment 
of what is possible to know. . . . All of this is consonant with the vital 
keynote of the Aquarian Age, and extremely hopeful for the future of 
humanity.  
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As more and more people become aware of what the best minds of every 
age have always known – that they have hardly touched the threshold of 
the unknown – they will, paradoxically, be thrown back upon themselves. 
The willingness of people to become self-dependent is an important sign 
of the inception of the Aquarian Age.  

 
  


